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We wish all readers of this newsletter a joyful Christmas and a very safe
and rewarding 2022.

Pioneers SA acknowledges the Kaurna people of the Adelaide Plains and all
Traditional Owners of country throughout South Australia.

From the President
What a varied year 2021 has been!
We have constantly been made aware of the human and economic toll of the
Covid19 pandemic worldwide, but particularly of the impact in countries where
they are experiencing uncertain political and economic situations and many
social problems prevail. With limited access to vaccination, as well as ongoing

concerns with poor food supplies and housing, these people are so
disadvantaged, left with little hope and trust in the future.
When we contrast this with the safe and first world lifestyles enjoyed by most
Australians, we really are incredibly fortunate. As the borders between our
states open and travel becomes possible again, we will be reunited with family
and friends, enjoy socialising and become accustomed to ‘the new normal.’
I hope you share my optimism and thankfulness.
Pioneers SA has continued to maintain all services and hold all planned events
this year, through the wonderful work of our volunteers.
The Pioneers SA volunteers will take a well-deserved break until Tuesday 11th
January, when we will resume our services from our Stafford House premises.
We can be contacted during this closure time via email info@pioneerssa.org.au
or by telephoning (08) 8231 5055 about any important issues. Many volunteers
will still work from home, but the premises will be closed to visitors.
Below is a report of our recent Retrospective 1841 meeting and news about
Upcoming Events for 2022. The 2022 Events printed brochure will be posted
out with the autumn edition of The Pioneer in early March, and will also be able
to be found on our website Events page and Facebook page in late January.
We have welcomed 63 new members this calendar year; 45 Pioneer members,
2 Associate members, 9 Life members and 7 Junior members. We also have a
significant number of membership applications pending approval, as we are still
awaiting all their documentation. Membership enquires are being received
almost daily, from both local, interstate and overseas. Our online presence on
Facebook has attracted a wide audience and through the sharing of our posts,
we are linking with many family historians.
Our two ongoing projects, Posters and SameShips, continue to attract many
participants and 2022 plans for showcasing these are highlighted below.
Here we are just days away from Christmas and 2022. I wish you a safe and
smile-filled Christmas with family and friends and trust that 2022 will bring you
good health, happiness and opportunities to add to your Family Tree.
Judith Francis
President

Vice Regal Patronage 2021
We have received official notification from Government
House that Her Excellency, The Honourable Frances
Adamson AC (right) has accepted our invitation to be
our Association’s Patron. This is an honour for us all

and will provide us with opportunities to access special
events and Vice Regal functions.

The former Governor, the Honourable Hu Van Lei supported our Association
well and was a great advocate for us. His interest in South Australian history
was exceptional, demonstrated by his work in instigating the annual Governor’s
Civics Awards for schoolchildren, Years 5 - 10.
A small interested group from Pioneers SA is investigating how we can support
the Year 5 Civics Award competition in 2022, and we have already had a very
encouraging meeting with Education Department representatives. We have
amazing resources within our collection and we wish to share these with young
people to encourage their interest in South Australian Colonial history.
More information on this innovative new project in the New Year.

28 December (Tuesday) 12 for 12.30 pm
E21-23 - Proclamation Day Lunch
Topic: The People in Charles Hill’s Painting, (1870), Proclamation Day,
Glenelg, 1836.
Speaker: Dr Susan Marsden, Former State Historian of SA
Bookings Closed
We have received over 100 bookings from members and friends for this Vice
Regal event, which is very exciting. Our guests of honour are Her Excellency
the Honourable Frances Adamson AC and her husband, Mr Rob Bunten.
We ask that all guests arrive promptly by 12.15pm so that we can formally
welcome Her Excellency and the official party at 12.30pm.
The luncheon will be a wonderful experience for all who are able to attend.
Thanks to the Events Committee; Robin, Bobbie, Elizabeth, Anthea and Karina

for their attention to detail. They will also be on hand at the luncheon to ensure
the smooth running of the day.

Please consider representing the Pioneers Association at the commemorative
ceremony at the Old Gum Tree on Tuesday 28 December at 9:00am - 11:00am,
Old Gum Tree Reserve, MacFarlane St, Glenelg North SA

We have reserved 20 chairs for our members. It is an uplifting event to honour
the settlement of South Australia, with addresses presented by the Her
Excellency the Governor and the Mayor of the City of Holdfast Bay, music by
the Holdfast Band and presentations to the winners of the Governor’s Civics
Awards.

Follow this link to see an article in
the 1896 Adelaide Observer about
Proclamation Day in 1836.

SameShips Meeting
Wednesday, 9th February 2022 at 10.30 am (note later time)
Venue: Jetty Hotel, Glenelg
Focus ship: Buffalo (1836)
Costs will be advertised in January, when bookings will be open.

Expression of Interest – Kangaroo Island visit
The Events Committee is currently planning a three day visit to Kangaroo
Island to coincide with Settlement Day celebrations on 27 July 2022.
Members will travel to Cape Jervis by coach on Tuesday 26 July for transfer to
the Island by Sealink Ferry and join Kangaroo Island Pioneer Association
(KIPA) members at the Settlement Day events, culminating in a formal dinner at
the Ozone Hotel on Wednesday 27 July.
Members will have a chance to visit some historical sites in both Kingscote and
Penneshaw before their return to Adelaide via ferry and coach on Thursday 28
July.
An indicative cost for return coach and ferry fares, accommodation in Kingscote
and other incidentals would be approximately $700 per person.
To ensure that this trip is viable, the Committee is looking for expressions of
interest. If you are interested in joining us, could you please email your details
to the Committee at events@pioneerssa.org.au by 31 January 2022. (Please
note that we do not want payment at this stage).

If there is enough interest in this trip, details and the final cost will be advised to
Members in March 2022 and full payment will be required by no later than 31
March 2022.
Robin Mulholland and Anthea Taylor

Event Report
by Bobbie Mulholland
1841 Retrospective Lunch meeting- 6 December 2021, at the Pilgrim
Centre.
This was a most entertaining event, with 50 members enjoying an overview of
life in Adelaide during 1841.
The year was not the colony’s finest. The economy was in trouble and
immigration had slowed, with only two ships, the Orissa and the Skjold, bringing
new settlers. Governor Gawler was recalled, deemed responsible for the
State’s bankruptcy. His wife, Maria, wrote to a friend in England with her
perspective on this. In 1841, the Government earned £51,000 while spending
£180,000, most of which allowed half a million acres to be surveyed by midyear. Despite this, the Savings Bank was established, the Wheal Gawler Silver
mine was discovered at Glen Osmond, the earliest surviving census was
conducted, and 57,200 grapevine cuttings arrived from Cape Town.

Our speakers, clockwise from top: Tim Klar, David Forsaith, Daryl Weinert, Elizabeth Harris, Bobbie Mulholland,
Libby Ottaway, Mari Walker, Walter Dollman and Julie Russell

Nine speakers brought ten varied stories to us, including four on the Lutheran
migrants. We learned of their trials but also had a laugh when it turned out that two
of our speakers were descended from two prominent families in Lobethal – one of
which “dobbed in” the other for allowing dancing at a wedding, resulting in an
excommunication of the “sinners”! We heard about the development of the Great
Eastern Road (SE Freeway) and the Toll Gate with a Toll House which still stands.
We learned about Lady Eliza, wife of Governor Grey, a young, bright woman married
to a dour, autocratic man; and Robert Stacy who arrived aged seven and later
established a reputation as a photographer. Then there was Robert Haining,
ordained into the Presbyterian church, who conducted services in numerous other
churches until there was money to build St. Andrews in Grenfell Street and who
happily serviced his flock in Strathalbyn and Mt Barker, riding on his horse and
preaching beneath a tree. Thomas Dyster’s story was quite a contrast. An ex-convict
from Van Diemen’s Land, he led a most interesting life, culminating in a career which
was humorously compared to that of Con Polites - property owner and businessman.
Our thanks to the speakers, to Robin Mulholland who provided an overview of 1841
and to Bobbie mulholland who read extracts from Mary Gawler’s letter.

Above, some of the audience at the 1841 Retrospective

Mary Colton (nee Cutting) Garden Dedication –
Happy Birthday Mary
Report by Judith Francis

Adelaide Cemeteries has dedicated a new area at Enfield Memorial Park to
commemorate the philanthropist, suffragist and Lady Mayoress, Mary Colton
(1821-1898).
The dedication was held on Monday morning, 6th December. This date was
significant as it was on this day200 year earlier that Mary had been born.

Attending were representatives from the many organisations she supported, as
well as Pioneers Association of SA, Genealogy SA, Adelaide Cemeteries
and many of Mary’s descendants.
As Mary is a pioneer who arrived in 1839, I was invited to lay a wreath on the
plaque on behalf of Pioneers SA. The dedication ceremony was followed by
refreshments.
A full story outlining Mary’s life will be published in the Autumn issue of The
Pioneer.

From the Australian Dictionary of Biography

Mary Colton (1822-1898),
philanthropist and suffragist, was
born in London, eldest of three
children of Samuel Cutting,
bootmaker, and his wife Hannah. In
1839 Mary accompanied her
widowed father, her brother and
sister to Adelaide. On 3 December
1844 at Trinity Church
she married John Colton, saddler
and hardware merchant. Committed
Methodists, they attended Gawler
Place Wesleyan Chapel, and from
1851 its Pirie Street successor.

Mary was one of Adelaide's earliest Sunday School teachers, continuing her
classes for girls and young women for over fifty years. Devoted to her 'dear
girls', she often walked to visit and help them if they were ill. In some homes
she saw poverty and despair: her lifelong philanthropy, based on her ideals of
Christian service, emerged from these experiences.
(Image from Wikipedia)

Submissions for Pioneers SA’s Facebook Page
2022
If you have a short story related to early SA history and Pioneers arriving 18361846, we’d like to hear from you. Written articles up to 500 words will be

considered for Pioneers SA Facebook page. Suitable photos and images are
welcome, but must be copyright free and ownership provided.
The Editor reserves the right to edit and decide on publication suitability.

South Australia’s History Festival
South Australia’s History Festival is an annual State-wide event exploring South
Australia’s history.
The History Festival dates are 1-31 May, 2022. The theme is: ‘REIMAGINE’.
We are joining with the Office for Design and Architecture SA to present an exhibition
in their Gallery in Leigh Street from Tuesday 10 May – Friday 27th May 2022. Plans
are very much at the beginning stage but the exhibition will include 2022 pioneer
posters, 2021 Trailblazers posters and ephemera from a range of sources, including
our library and hopefully, members’ collections.
If you are the proud owner of a displayable piece of SA History from the 19th century
which is connected to your pioneering family, we would love to begin discussions
with you to include it in our exhibition.
Many more details will be given early next year, but if you are interested in
participating or wish to find out more, please email president@pioneerssa.org.au

Riverbank Precinct Code Amendment
- decision as announced in The Advertiser 18th Dec 2021
The Minister has now decided to adopt the Riverbank Precinct Code Amendment
under section 73(10)(d) of the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016.
The engagement process provided an opportunity for stakeholders and the South
Australian public to have their say and help shape the planning changes that were
proposed.
A number of concerns were raised during the public engagement process.
Significant changes have been made to the Code Amendment as a result of this
feedback.

The Minister has decided to adopt the Code Amendment with the following key
changes, as recommended by the Chief Executive of the Attorney-General’s
Department and the State Planning Commission (Commission):
The proposed Riverbank Subzone has been removed. This means there is no
change to planning rules for Pinky Flat or the surrounding area.
Provides for significant protected landscaping and open space within the new
zones and subzones.
Protects park lands near the new Women’s and Children’s Hospital. The
historic olive grove in Kate Cocks Park and land immediately west of the Old
Adelaide Gaol will be kept in the park lands zone.
New measures introduced to limit building height (maximum two to six levels)
near the new Women’s and Children’s Hospital.
Reinforce that residential development is not supported in the Riverbank
Precinct.
Greater protection of Kaurna heritage and cultural sites.
Sacred Kaurna cultural sites near the Innovation Subzone have been
protected.
Green space in the Innovation Subzone has been safeguarded, protecting the
park lands link to the Adelaide Botanic Gardens from Frome Road.
Significantly more park lands have been retained near the Entertainment
Subzone.
Continuous landscaped pedestrian paths and cycle ways along the River
Torrens have been protected.
Expansion of the Entertainment Subzone over the railyards to provide for
future development opportunities over the railway (however, there are currently
no such proposals).
The Code Amendment will come into effect when published on the PlanSA Portal
(i.e. when consolidated into the online Planning and Design Code), which is
anticipated to occur in January 2022.
A copy of the engagement report, the Commission’s advice, the Code Amendment,
as well as a brochure summarising the key changes in response to consultation, will
be available to view on the PlanSA website.

Heritage South Australia (2020)
A process to find some of South Australia’s oldest buildings has unearthed
hidden gems. Here’s what was uncovered.
Ever wondered how old those beautiful buildings are that you notice while driving

through any number of South Australian towns?
They could be anything from an old house or cottage to a timeless church or barn, or
even an old pub.
Well thanks to the power of community, Heritage South Australia now has a list of
nearly 140 vintage sites from across the state that it is looking at to find out exactly
how old they might be.
Oldest Buildings Project
This list of vintage sites all came about as a result of Heritage South Australia putting
a call out to the public, through its ‘Oldest Buildings Project’, to help find some of the
state’s oldest buildings.
They were looking to identify previously unlisted sites that were built between 1836
and 1855 – dating back to South Australia’s earliest colonial days.
There are already 216 places on the South Australian Heritage Register that are
known to have been built between 1837 and 1855, with Holy Trinity Church on North
Terrace in Adelaide acknowledged as one of the oldest buildings in the state.
Heritage sites help us understand who we are as a state by better understanding
where we have come from. The project was about finding those hidden gems that
had previously gone under the radar that can tell us more about life during the early
years of European settlement.
History uncovered
Thankfully, there was a great level of interest in the project from right across South
Australia and it has helped uncover a great number of previously unknown sites.
The initial data has uncovered 64 buildings, structures and ruins that were built
between 1836 and 1850, 15 built between 1851 and 1855, and a further 59 believed
to have been built within or around the specified timeframe.
From here, Heritage SA will start a rigorous process of investigating the origins of
these beautiful old buildings to see if they might qualify for listing on the South
Australian Heritage Register.
Already, one of the sites identified, St Thomas’ Anglican Church in Port Lincoln, has
been added to the assessment list and the South Australian Heritage Council is likely
to consider its merits later this year.
The team at Heritage South Australia is really looking forward to investigating the
other suggested places to determine if they do indeed date from that period and may
be suitable for listing.
While the original project has now ended, you can STILL report a building or site that
you think should be considered to Heritage SA.

Follow this link for more information https://www.environment.sa.gov.au/goodliving/posts/2020/03/south-australias-oldestbuildings?

A Gentle Reminder - Subscriptions 2021-2022
Subscriptions were due on July 1, 2021.
Thank you to the many members who have emailed or phoned to check their
membership status, and many outstanding subscriptions have been now paid.
Subscriptions are due to be paid by September 30 to maintain continuing benefits. If
you

are

unsure

if

you

are

a

financial

member,

please

contact

finance@pioneerssa.org.au or telephone (08)8231 055

And finally, this is the Publications Committee wishing you all a very Merry Christmas
and good health and happiness in 2022.
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