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TALK ON COLONIAL SHIPS: Thursday 13 May, 1.303.30pm in the RSASA Rooms, 1st floor, Institute Building,
North Terrace. Speaker John Ford. This is a free event in
conjunction with the Trailblazers Exhibition. Bookings are
essential via the RSASA (not with PASA) See page 3 for
booking arrangements.

.
A detailed list of events for 2021 was included in the
Autumn Journal. Please note that bookings are now
required for all PASA events. Bookings can be made
by email (preferred) or phone using the designated
booking code. [ in red below] Where events have a
number limit due to venue or Covid19 requirements,
then placings are confirmed on a “first come first
served” basis upon finalisation of booking and
payment. If an advanced payment is required, the
preferred method is by EFT.

E21-08 SAME SHIPS MEETING: Sunday, 16 May from
10.00am -12noon in the PASA Room, Stafford House. This is
a general meeting which will explore what has been
achieved and learnt through the Same Ships Project to date,
and how members can become involved.

JUNE
E21-10 LUNCH MEETING AND TOUR OF THE
INSTITUTE BUILDING on North Terrace: Wednesday 16
June from 12noon -2.30pm. Meeting venue: The Hetzel
Theatre on the ground floor of the Institute Building.
Speaker Joelie Hancock: “The Beginnings of the Institute
Movement; the pursuit of useful knowledge”. BYO Lunch.
Bookings for the lunch and speaker (12-2.00pm) and the
separate tour of the Institute (from 2.00-2.30pm and
limited to only 30) must be completed by 2 June.

APRIL
E21-05 JUNIOR PIONEER EVENT: Visit to Government
House and the Pioneer Women’s Garden. Tuesday 13
April from 10.00am -1.00pm. This event is fully booked.
Those attending please meet at the front gates of
Government House at 9.40am.
E21-06 SAME SHIPS MEETING: Wednesday, 14 April
from 10.00 am - 12 noon in the PASA Room for those
interested in the Charles Kerr (1840)

VISIT TO HISTORICAL WILLUNGA
The recent PASA visit to the historical town of Willunga was
most enjoyable and rewarding. A full report of the day’s
activities appears on pages 6 – 8. The PASA group is pictured
below enjoying a picnic lunch in the shady grounds of the
Willunga Courthouse Museum.

E21-07 1840 RETROSPECTIVE: Wednesday, 28
April from 12 noon - 2.00 pm. Luncheon meeting
featuring a series of short presentations by PASA
members covering the people and events of 1840.
Venue: Walkerville Uniting Church Hall, 17 Smith St,
Walkerville Cost: $2.00 members, $5.00 non-members
payable on the day. BYO lunch.

MAY
SA MAY HISTORY FESTIVAL: TRAILBLAZERS.
A collaborative Exhibition linking PASA’s Pioneer Posters
and related artworks from the Royal South Australian
Society of the Arts. Saturday, 24 April – Saturday 22 May.
Venue: The RSASA Gallery, 1st Floor, Institute Building,
North Terrace, Adelaide. Entry is free.
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On a personal
note, one of the most enjoyable features of my PASA
membership has been the opportunity to be involved
in regular, well planned, and stimulating events and
activities with my PASA friends. This was no more
evident than in the recent visit to Willunga where we
were hosted superbly by the local branch of the
National Trust. An illustrated report of this event can
be found on pages 6-8.
This edition of the newsletter also provides news of
several upcoming events over the next few months
which will also offer a range of enjoyable activities
and new learnings. Check these out now and make
your bookings ASAP using the booking information on
page 1 of this newsletter.
This edition also marks my final newsletter as Editor.
After over 9 years and around 110 editions of this
monthly emailed newsletter I have decided it is time
to “retire” and pass the “pen” to a new editor.
Living in Adelaide I have been fortunate to be able to
attend most of PASA’s activities during my time as
editor and it has always been my aim to provide
informative reports of these activities to those of you
who are unable to attend our functions. I hope that I
have been successful in this and that those of you
who live beyond Adelaide feel a stronger sense of
“connection” with PASA as a result.
My Best Wishes to you all,
Bob Stace

HISTORY MONTH IN THE PASA ROOM

Royal SA Society of Arts & Pioneers Association of SA

A History Festival Event
About the Exhibition
This Exhibition is a collaborative event between the
Pioneers Association of SA and the Royal South
Australian Society of the Arts with a display of
artworks by RSASA members complementing
biographical posters from PASA’s collection of pioneer
lives 1836-1846. A range of artwork will be on display
including painting, mixed media, textiles, drawing, pen
and ink, and sculpture.
The Exhibition will be held during the May History
Festival in the RSASA Gallery on Level 1 of The
Institute Building, corner of Kintore Ave and North
Terrace, Adelaide from Saturday 22 April to Saturday
22 May. Opening Hours will be Monday - Friday,
10.30am – 3.30pm and Saturdays 1.00pm – 3.30pm.
Closed on Sundays.
PASA will be providing hosts for as many sessions of
the Exhibition as possible. These hosts will provide
visitors to the Exhibition with the PASA story and
information about membership. Bob Stace is
coordinating the host roster and will be contacting
volunteers shortly.

All Welcome

Other events during the Exhibition in the RSASA
Gallery:
1. Celebrating Colonel Light’s Birthday

The PASA Room in Stafford House will be open during
its regular hours in May. (Tuesday and Thursdays
from 10.00 – 2.00pm) If you are in the City during
May attending History Festival events, why not
coincide it with a visit to our new premises and check
out our facilities and resources. It’s also an ideal
opportunity to bring a friend and introduce them to
the Pioneers Association. Volunteers will be in
attendance during opening times to answer all your
questions and to show you around.

The Trailblazers Exhibition will
mark the 235th anniversary of
the birth of Colonel William
Light with a brief event on
Tuesday 27 April from 11am to
11.15am. There will be short
presentations by Past
President of the Pioneers
Association Bob Stace and the current President of
the Royal SA Society of Arts (RSASA) David Baker. Bob
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1840 RETROSPECTIVE LUNCHEON

will provide an overview of Light’s life and career
followed by David speaking about Light the Artist.
Numbers are limited to 25 for this event.
2. “Colonial Ships; the journey to SA”.
Maritime artist John Ford will speak at the Exhibition
on Thursday 13 May from 1.30-3.30pm His topic will
be: “Colonial Ships; the journey to SA”. This is a free
event in conjunction with the Trailblazers Exhibition.
Numbers are also limited for this event.
8ooking arrangements for these 2 events:
Pioneers Association members are invited to attend
both of these free events and take the opportunity
while they are there to view the pioneer posters and
artworks on display at the Trailblazers Exhibition. Both
events will be held in the Exhibition Gallery of the
RSASA on the first floor of the Institute Building
located on the corner of North Terrace and Kintore
Avenue. Bookings are essential for both events; they
can be made through the RSASA office by emailing
rsasarts@bigpond.net.au or by phoning 82320450.

The New Port 1840

SLSA B1412

This event was planned for early December 2020 but
was cancelled because of the COVID19 lockdown in
November. It has now been rescheduled for
Wednesday 28 April from 12noon – 2.00pm. The
venue for this event is the Walkerville Uniting Church
Hall, 17 Smith St, Walkerville. The meeting will feature
a series of short presentations by PASA members
covering the people and events of 1840. This has been
a popular event with members in the past so please
book early but no later than Thursday 22 April. This is
a BYO Lunch event. Cost: $2.00 members, $5.00 nonmembers, payable on the day.

JUNE LUNCH MEETING AT THE
INSTITUTE
On Wednesday 16 June we will be visiting The
Institute on North Terrace again!
This time it will be for a
lunch meeting in the Hetzel
Theatre (ground floor)
featuring guest speaker
Joelie Hancock whose topic
will be “The beginnings of
the Institute Movement:
The pursuit of useful
knowledge”.

SA HISTORY FESTIVAL
The SA History Festival is almost upon us. It
promises to be an amazing month of
exhibitions, walks and talks, open days, and
other opportunities to explore our State’s
history. The programme for next month’s
Festival will be online as from 8 April at:

This is a BYO lunch which will commence at 12noon
and conclude at 2.00pm. A guided tour of the Institute
Building has been arranged to take place after the
meeting from 2.00pm – 2.30pm
Please note that there is a current COVID limit of 50 in
the Hetzel Theatre, but this might change prior to
June. However, there is a strict maximum of 30 for the
tour which follows the lunch meeting. If you wish to

https://festival.history.sa.gov.au/
Now is the time to organise your personal
programme of activities and make bookings
where necessary.

-3-

take part in the tour, then it would be wise to book
ASAP.

Coromandel but for all who are interested in the story
of South Australia’s early pioneers and the social
history of the South Australian colonisation
experiment. The book has been widely acclaimed
since its release in late 2020.

There will be NO CHARGE for the lunch or the tour,
but bookings must be finalised by 8 June. We thank
Geoff Strempel, CEO of the State Library of SA, for his
generous support in facilitating the use of the Hetzel
Theatre for our lunch meeting and for the tour of the
Institute Building which follows.

PASA is the distributor for this book with distribution
expected to have started in February this year, but
due to a publishing fault with the first books which
resulted in a reprint, the process has only just
recommenced.

ANNUAL DINNER: EARLY INFO

PASA members and members of the public who wish
to collect preordered books or exchange faulty books
already supplied (those distributed from Nov 2020-Jan
2021) may now visit the PASA Room in Stafford House
to do so. Those orders which originally included
postage are currently being resent.

The Association’s Annual Dinner will be held at the
Adelaide Pavilion on South Terrace, Adelaide on
Friday 9 July from 6.30pm.
Our speaker for this
event will be Dr Skye
Krichauff, the current
chair of the History
Council of SA, who will
speak on the topic of
“Early relations between
the Tarndanya (the
people of the Adelaide Plains) and the European
colonists, 1836-1846”. This topic is an ideal fit for our
Annual Dinner and promises to add another
dimension to our understanding of the impact of
colonisation on the Kaurna people and their
interaction with our ancestors in those early years.

Order forms for new purchases of the Coromandelians
will be available at the Trailblazers Exhibition from our
website or from the PASA Room. Cost for new
purchases is $65/copy plus postage if applicable.

SAME SHIPS PROJECT
[Report and photos provided by Sue Fox]
The Fairlie which arrived in Adelaide in July 1840 was
the subject of the March Same Ships meeting. In his
diary of the voyage teacher James Bowley described
the voyage as “90 days in length … the shortest
voyage ever” He also described the diversity of the
266 passengers aboard … “pastoralists, shoemakers,
policemen (some of whom became publicans and
inventors)”

This event is limited to a maximum of 80. Cost for
the 3-course dinner is $80 for members and $85 for
guests.

The Coromandelians
An update on collection
and purchase
The Coromandelians is a newly published book by
PASA members Brian Stace and Bill Othams. Its 558
pages detail the full story of the ship Coromandel, its
voyage to South Australia in 1836-37, its passengers
and crew and their contribution to colonial South
Australia with detailed biographies. This book is not
just for the descendants of those who came on the
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At the Fairlie meeting L-R seated: Maxine Haines,
Leandra Ford, Alison Hicks, Don Goldney, Libby
Ottoway. Standing: Julie Neal & Karina Hutchesson
(Sue Fox present but taking the photo)

Members who attended this meeting shared stories of
their pioneer’s resilience and courage, a common
theme from all our meetings.
Libby Ottoway explained how Eliza Marchant (nee
Balne) was fortunate to have had the support of a
half-brother and sister already in the colony, when
her husband William died of consumption barely one
month after their arrival. Eliza’s sons went on to
become highly successful pastoralists.

Next Same Ships meetings
1. The Charles Kerr (1840), Wednesday 14 April from
10am-12noon in the PASA Room. Numbers are limited
to 15 for this meeting so please book via the special
Same Ships email: pasa.sameships@gmail.com
2. A special Same Ships meeting will be held during
the History Festival on Sunday 16 May from 1012noon in the PASA Room. This meeting has been
scheduled for a Sunday morning to support the
attendance of those who cannot normally attend the
regular Wednesday meetings. This meeting will
introduce the Same Ships project and an update on
what information and resources have been discovered
in the first 3 years of the project.

Libby Ottoway
sharing the
Marchant family
story using her
Pioneer Poster.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
Leandra Ford described how widow Elizabeth
Woodley Barrett came out with 4 children, then met
Henry Skipworth in Immigration Square and had 3
children by him with only one surviving. Henry died in
1849 and Eliza was sadly forced to admit herself to the
Destitute Asylum.
Great great grandson, Don Goldney shared the story
of his ancestors William & Maria Goldney, a Quaker
family of weavers, whose sons Henry and Fred did
well in the Goldfields.
Maxine Haines spoke of her pioneer ancestor Job
Usher and his wife Eliza (nee Axford) who settled in
Walkerville. Despite many measles deaths among the
children during the voyage, Eliza gave birth to a son
on the voyage. They named John Fairlie Usher. (it was
a common practice to include the name of the ship or
its captain for babies born at sea)
Alison Hicks reported that John Painter and wife Mary
Ann set forth expecting to meet their older children
who had come out the year before, but sadly one of
their daughters had died during the voyage.
Unfortunately, John and Mary did not discover this
news until they arrived. However, it was better news
for another daughter, Martha Ann, who married
Henry Silke who became well known in the
Campbelltown area with Silkes Rd named for him.
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February Answers (NB A newsletter was not
published in March)
The previous test featured the Institute Building on
North Terrace, Adelaide, and posed the following 2
questions:
Question 1. What sporting collection was held in the
Institute from 1998-2008? Answer: The Bradman
Collection.
Question 2: Immediately outside the Institute on the
North Terrace footpath is a large statue/memorial. To
whom is this memorial dedicated?
Answer: Edward V11, King and Emperor 1901-1910
The memorial was unveiled by the Prince of Wales,
later King Edward V111, on 15 July 1920 (below)

PASA VISITS WILLUNGA

April Question:
This month’s question continues with the history of
the Institute Building which was constructed in 1860
and officially opened in early 1861. Its prominent site
on the corner of Kintore Avenue and North Terrace
was NOT the first site to be considered. The
arguments at that time about the siting of this
important cultural building were remarkably like those
Adelaide still experiences today.

Question: Where was the original intended site for
the Institute Building?
You may need some help with this question so go to:

.https://guides.slsa.sa.gov.au/c.php?g=410288&
p=2795672
This will provide you with the answer along with some
most interesting information about the early history
of a building which was described in the
Observer newspaper of 28 July 1860 as:
'Decidedly in advance of any other building, public or
private, in the colony. There is harmony of proportion
and a classical stamp about the whole structure which
entitles it to be regarded as an architectural gem.'

The Institute Building C 1875, “an architectural gem”
SLSA B10391

Pam Stace with a slate
gravestone carved by
George Sara.

The PASA visitors grouped for a photo on the front
steps of the Willunga Uniting Church.

On 25 March thirty seven PASA members journeyed
to Willunga to be hosted by the local branch of the
National Trust for a day of local history experiences.
The day got off to a great start at 10.30am when we
gathered in the Willunga Uniting Church and enjoyed
an illustrated talk by Paddy
O’Toole, the SA Historian of
the Year, 2020. (at right)
Paddy really set the scene
for our day and spoke on
“The Slate Carvers of
Willunga”.
Slate was first discovered at
Willunga in 1840 in the
fledgling days of the settlement and this led to an
influx of Cornish and Devon quarrymen and their
families which changed the culture of the town.
Willunga slate was much in demand as it was the only
slate in Australia to be suitable for roofing tiles. Local
craftsmen also fashioned the slate into walls,
gravestones, mantel pieces and decorative artefacts.
Willunga slate gravestones carved by craftsmen like
the prolific George Sara (see left) are still a feature in
local cemeteries in the South, in Adelaide at
Walkerville and West Terrace, and north to Riverton,
Burra and Terowie. Paddy has even discovered one
near Redruth in Cornwall!

George Sara’s signature
The uniqueness, beauty, and design of the carvings on
the gravestones tell their own stories of both the
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skilled carvers and the families involved. Paddy
believes these Willunga slate stones give us an insight
today into an often-little appreciated past.
Paddy’s much enjoyed and appreciated talk was
followed by a BYO picnic lunch in the shady grounds
of the nearby Willunga Courthouse. (See photo p. 1)
Here, in ideal weather conditions, we were hosted
most hospitably by members of the Willunga Branch
of the National Trust and then divided into three
groups for the afternoon’s guided walking tours.

The second Bush Inn was a distinctive 2 storey inn
built in 1870 from locally made bricks. Its large dining
room was often used for dinners, public meetings,
court hearings, inquests, and meetings of the District
Council. This building was replaced by the present
single storey structure in 1901. (See below)

1.The Willunga High Street Walk
Mark our guide on the High Street Walk pointed out
that of the 10 historic buildings we would focus on, 5
were State heritage listed and the rest were locally
listed with the Onkaparinga Council.

As we discovered, this High Street provides an
outstanding range of well-preserved historic buildings
and many examples of how these buildings have
changed their usage and purpose over the years.

2. Courthouse, Police Station & Slate Museums
There was much to see in this 3 in 1 Museum. Part
built in 1855 it was used as female immigration Depot
until 1872. Following renovations and major additions
it operated as a police station and courthouse until
1929 when it became a private residence. After
restoration it was opened as a museum by the
National Trust in 1970.

The Primitive Methodist Church (1868) became a
private house in the 1920s and is now a restaurant,
the “1839” (below.) Some early private residences
have now become shops.

The heritage listed Courthouse complex is made up of
a “back in time” courtroom (pictured above), attached
police residence, and cells, all with authentic, well
presented displays; a great historical resource.
The Old Bush Inn has gone through 3 transformations
in its lifetime since first opening in 1839. A photo of
the first edition appears below.

(L) Examining the cells at the back of the Courthouse.
(R) Rather glum, Sue Fox got a little too close to the cells!
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Next stop were the stables behind the Courthouse
which now house the Slate Museum, the only one of
its kind in Australia and opened in 2005.

Our visit to this museum, accompanied again by a
knowledgeable National Trust guide, was a fitting
addition to Paddy O’Toole’s morning talk on the slate
carvers. The Slate Museum told the story of the
discovery of slate, the subsequent development of the
industry and the influence of the Cornish quarrymen
and their families on the social and cultural life of the
district. It also featured a range of slate workers tools,
photos, and story boards.

significant restoration opened as a school classroom
museum in 1988.

Many memories were stirred as we tried out the
double wooden desks with their foldback seats,
practised saluting the flag and reciting the oath,
remembered stories of inkwells and girls’ plaits, and
shared stories from our school days. It was a moment
back in time.
Bob Stace, an ex
school principal,
remembers the
days of the cane
and corporal
punishment. (not
fondly!)
Note the naughty
boy standing in
the corner at left.

(L-R) Di & John Ranford, Jeanne Hurrell, Neville
Harris, Bronwyn Hall, and guide Ted
Sandercock examining the Slate Museum.

3. The Bassett Boys’ School
A short walk from the Courthouse complex brought us
to the Bassett Boys’ School, our third and final stop
for the afternoon. This small slate-roofed stone
building was purpose built by James and Mary Bassett
and opened as a boys’ school in 1862. After many uses
it was leased to the National Trust and after

It was a great day out at Willunga and our thanks go
to the volunteers from the Willunga Branch of the
National Trust for their hospitality and for sharing
their wonderful historical resources with us. It was
great to share the day with others who are passionate
about history and preserving our heritage.

The Pioneers Association of South Australia
Suite 4, Level 2, Stafford House,
25 Leigh St, Adelaide, 5000
Phones: (08) 82315055 and 0490043264
Email: pioneerssa@tpg.com.au
Website: www.pioneerssa.org.au
Pioneer e-Xpress Editor: Bob Stace
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Photos: Sue Fox, Bob Stace & many helpers at
Willunga

